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much of the chatter

on legislative redistricting sur-
rounding population losses in
New Orleans and neighboring
St. Bernard and Plaquemines
: parishes, the
political c?nsg-
quences of 1esi-

pmiers or  dential gains in
il other parts of
area House 5oy ¢heastern

district Louisiana have
:GRAPHIC, A<5  been somewhat
; overshadowed.

Continuing growth in St. Tam-
many and Tangipahoa parish-
es, quantified by U.S. Census
Bureau data released last week,
ensures that the north shore
House delegation will grow by at
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least one and possibly two seats
when state lawmakers convene
March 20 to redraw federal and
state distriet lines. Including
Washington Parish, the growth

would push the north shore del-

egation to at least 10 seats in the
105-member Louisiana House.

“We have been under-rep-
resented for years,” Rep. John
Schroder, R-Covington, said,
referring to steady population
growth that is recognized only
every 10 years following the
Census.

Though Orleans Parish lost
more than some demographers
had projected, a key legislative
leader said Wednesday that New
Orleans will likely lose three
House seats rather than the
four that some city leaders fear.
The additional seat is the differ-
ence between losing a quarter
and a third of the city’ssHouse
delegation. 3

Of some surprise, Jefferson
Parish and the West Bank of
Orleans posted modest popula-
tion losses, while lawmakers rep-
resenting St. Charles, St. James
and St. John the Baptist parishes
watched their districts grow. The
Jefferson gains are not steep
enough to threaten entire House
districts, and the River Parish
gains don’t appear to warrant a
new seat in that region.

The priority at next month's

special session is to draw state
House and Senate districts,
along with'state school board,
Public Service Commission and
Judicial distriets that are on the
fall ballot, Lawmakers also have
the task of reshaping the state's
congressional distriets from sev-
en to six seats, a consequence of
Louisiana’s modest population
gain trailing other states. But
those seats are not on the ballot
until 2012,

The ideal House district
should contain 43,174 residents,
which represents the state’s pop-
ulation distributed evenly across
the 105 House districts. Histori-
cally, the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment allows deviation of plus or
minus 5 percent, which this year

yields a range of 41,105 to 45,332.i

Of 35 seats; that are based in or
reach into the New Orleans met-
ropolitan area, only seven fall in
that accepted range.

Minority losses unlikely

The issue is further compli-
cated by incumbents wanting
to avoid having to run against a
colleague for re-election and by
the premium that the U.S. Voting
Rights Act of 1965 places on pro-
tecting the strength of minority
voters. The law does not express-
ly prohibit reducing the number:
of minority seats, but in practice,
federal voting rights attorneys
are wary of any ‘retrogression.”
Rep. Rick Gallot, D-Ruston, who
chairs the House committee
responsible for drawing the low-
er chamber’s map, has said a pri-
ority is maintaining the current
threshold of 27 majority African-
American districts, which will
involve adding such districts in
Baton Rouge and Shreveport
as they are peeled out of New
Orleans. :

That standard also undexr-
scores the fact that changes —
major or minor — in one dis-
trict or parish don’t flow easily
into the next. That means any
added districts in majority-white
St. Tammany and Tangipahoa
don’t offset the loss of a district
in Orleans Parish, where 10 out
of 11 seats contained entirely
within the parish are majority
African-American,
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St. Bernard, Lower 9 hit

Schroder’s district is the most
populous in the New Orleans

- metropolitan area, boasting

62,319 people, or 19,145 more
than the ideal. The district cov-
ers parts of St. Tammany and
Tangipahoa parishes, including
Covington, Madisonville, parts
of Mandeville and Hammond,
Robert and areas near Loranger.
He acknowledged Wednesday
that he's going to have to give up
whole sections, but did not say
which areag he would prefer to
sacrifice. -

Eastern New Orleans, St.
Bernard and Plaquemines saw
the biggest population losses in
the state. :

Rep. Charmaine Marchand
Stiaes’ 9th Ward District topped
that list. The district is almost
62 percent under the ideal popu-
lation, with the Census Bureau
counting 16,425 residents, almost

26,800 below the ideal.

Rep. Nita Hutter, R-Chal-
mette, had the second largest
loss in the state with a decline
to almost 22,000 below the ideal
district population. Right behind
Hutter was Rep. Reed Hender-
son, D-Violet, whose district’s
head count is 45.2 percent below
the ideal population or 23,643.
Henderson will be helped in
redistricting by Hutter and Rep.
Ernest Wooton of Plaquemines
Parish being term-limited.

No one in eastern New
Orleans is term-limited. Stiaes,

Rep. Austin Badon and newly
elected Rep. Wesley Bishop have
given no public statements that
they don’t want to stay on the
job. Yet the population east of the
Industrial Canal will not support
even two full House districts.

The New Orleans conundrum
is eased somewhat by Reps.
Walker Hines and Juan LaFonta
announcing that they won'’t seek
re-election, meaning their dis-
tricts can be distributed among
their colleagues who are seeking
re-election and need additional
residents.

LaFonta’s district is expected
to be divided among neighboring
Reps. Walter Leger III, Helena
Moreno and Jared Brossett. Tak-
en together, those four districts,
as they currently exist, span
from Gentilly down to the French
Quarter and the Marigny and up
the Mississippi River through
the Garden District and Uptown.
But further Uptown, Rep. Neil
Abramson needs more voters,
as well. So, too, does Rep. Nick
Lorusso, a Lakeview Republican
who represents the only majori-
tv-white Orleans-only district on
the 2000 map.

Lorusso said he could take
some of Hines’ district, which
spans both majority-black neigh-
borhoods and white Uptown
enclaves. Abramson will also tar-
get some of those precinets.

All of the Orleans districts also
can be expected to end up at the
lower end of the accepted popula-
tion range.

Lorusso said he has dis-
cussed the possibility of reach-
ing into Jefferson Parish for

some pockets of Metairie that
are more politically aligned with

Lakeview. But he said that could
be complicated by several Jef-
ferson lawmakers having to
reach for additional numbers
to hit the acceptable population
range. The same holds true for
West Bank Orleans districts now
represented by House Speaker
Jim Tucker and Jeff Arnold,
both of Algiers.
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Bill Barrow can be reached at bbarrow@
timespicayune.com or 504.826.3452. Ed
Anderson can be reached at eanderson@
timespicayune.com or 225.342.5810.
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The Legislature will convena March 20 to redraw federal and state
Jistrict mans using data from the 2010 U.S. census. Tha ideal
poputation target for House districis — 'rh“ 2's population divided
evenly among 105 districts —is 43,174, H ally, the U.S. Justice
Department allows deviation of plus ¢r mmLh percent, a range of
41,105 to 45,332. There are currently sevéan districts in the New
Orleans area (in beld type) that are still at an ideal size.
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