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of the state Republican Party

said Saturday the state party is

looking at ways to prevent“ille-
gal aliehs™ from beirig counted
in the 2010 federal census. The
goa.l is‘to preserve a congressio-
nal seat for Louisiana, he said.

Roger Villere of Metairie told
e Republican State Central
Committee, the party’s govern-

ing board, that-if illegal immi-

grants are countéd in the.cen: .

stis, Louisiana likely will see its
‘congressjonal de]egatlon drop
from seven to six House mem-

bers. House' segts are, appor--.
tioned based -on each state’s

populat;on in the census,
1 - Villére sajd states. such 48
Texas and Cahforma would pick

up representation in Congress.
because of the large niimber of :
immigrants hvmg in them, Fed-

eral ‘poliey is to count all resi-
dents, regardless of theii legal

status at the time the census 18

taken.
“If they do not count the ille-

- gal aliens, we would not lose a

seat” despite population de-

clines caused by recent hurrl-‘ :

canes, Villere said. -

“We feel like we need to pro» :

tect our sovereignty,” he sai

“If we take the illegals out of the
mix, we could retain one of our
congressmen. We are inves-
tigating. our optzons This is

somethfng we are sermus]y'

lookmg at” -

| to file a lawstit or lobby the ad-
'\ ministration and Congress fora
| poliey change to exclude illegal
immigrants. He said he has
beenin discussions with fpeople

- of natlonal stature on the mat-
ter but refused to name them.
“Ft is not-a Republican proh-
Jem,” he said after the commit-
tee's quarterly meeting. “It is &

- Lowgiana problem.” .
Earlier, T1.S. Rep. Steve Sca-.
lise, R-Jefferson, estimated that

8 million illegal immigrants liv-

_ing in the country are now get-
- ting health care pa1d for by tax-
- payers,

- During the meetmg, commlt—
tec members rejected a plan to

‘hold 3 nominating eénvention in

Lafayette, Baton Rouge or- New
Otleans next year to. rally the

party arcund one. candidate
each for 4 1.8, Senate race and
‘_the seven congressional geats.,.

A’ corivention would energize

and tnify the party while draw-
ing media attention, according*
to main proponent Mike Chtt—;
_toin of Baton Rouge. ,
But Anthony Emmons of Aca-'

. dia Parish said a convention

. ‘would signal that the state GOP
is:“the party of the elite” by al-
lowing only a handful of Repub-

lieans to have a say on nomi-
nees. _ ,
“A small group can manipn-

‘late the system,” said Billy
Jolinson IT of Columbia. “We -

are trying to expand the party.”
- Mike Bayham of St. Bernard

Parish said state law requires -
‘parties to pick their candidates .
-in federal elections through -

party primaries and runoffs.

¢ Proponents say a convention
eould help winnow the field of

those entering a primaiy or

- could be used to endorse a can :

dldate

Bayham said-a- conventlonx

could be considered for

statewide and leglslatwe races

' - .in 2011.-
. Villere sald a decision will be .°

made by year’s end on whether -

‘Before the state committee’s
meeting began, state Health
and Hospitals Secretary Alan

L Levme told a breakfast gather—

ing of Republieans that if the
federal government does not-ad-

.dress a Medicaid formula prob:
“lem- affecting the state, Louisi--

ana faces a loss of $700 millien
in federal money in 2011 for

‘programs helping the poor, -

Even though heand Gov. .
Bebby Jindal have been eritieal
of President’ Barack Obama’s

* health care plan, Levine said he

does not think their position.will
hurt the state’s-chaneces of get-

ting federal relief from-a- loom-
ing $700 million cut in Medlcald
. money.

““T dare thiem to do that,” Le
vine said. “I think they are:big-
ger than-that. ... The purpese
of government | 1s to provide an

,,opportumty for'those who' do
--riot have ‘an epportunity to do

. . for themselves,” not-to cheat

poor people of needed, sbryices.:

Levine said he is. “proud our
governor is speaking out” in
criticism of a U.S. House ver-
sion of the health’¢are reform
bill. Under it, he said, the per-

- eentage of the state’s populatlon'
.eligible for Medicaid would

elimb:from 26 percent to 44 per-

cent and taxpayers would have

to bear the cost. .
Levine said the House b111

- borders on socialism béeause

under it government would- in-
jeet itself in the way a service is
delivered. -

“This is clearly an attempt by

government to run health care,” -
Secalise told-the GOP committee,
“These are the same people who
gave us ‘Cash for Clunkers,’”

. the program. encouraging {rade-.
“ins of older ears fof more fuel-
“efficient vehicles, “that ran out

of money in the ﬁrst Week 9

.‘.l...
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