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Washmgton dlout, and federal dollars,
at the expense of Louisiana and other
. ':_ _'cltlzens Moral considerations agide, -

X congressmnal seats were allocat-

ed according to-the nur_nber of Ameri- | -

can citizens tiving -
' in each state; which'
would seern a fair way ;
of domg it, LOUIISI- S

states that have relatively few

- residents unfamiliar with the *

“ Pledge of Allegiance. .
Thus, with non-citizens in the

‘cent. of thenatienal population.

~Elliott Stonecipher; Louisiana

. demographer pdr excellence, fig:  an
‘ ‘we will go.'down from 'MMES G"'L _ ures wotld be more thanenough -
R seven seatstoslx, .- . - to ensure that none ofdur e
-, Then state: legaslators o © 0 mablemeénbers ofCongress
. 'will comtrience logrolling and gerrys would need tobie saerificed. :
* mandering until the state is reappor- - * . Vit i Support.of anether

. tiomed to their satn.sfactmn It will not
be a pretty. sight.” -

Itwas ne we. m:ght have avmded

Sen. Pavid Vitter per-

lleagues to'force the

to-add a question next

L year asking-tespondents whether they
are citizens of this cotntry, Armed with
that irifor i; Vittet hoped tohave -

. .aliens excl o from reapporuonment
calculatmns

- Ameried has; accordmgtothe Cen—

: sus Bureaw’s: latest Ameriean Com-

-, ninity survey, 22 million. non—mtmzens, )

- larpely concentratedin a few states. -

o ‘Well over two-thirds of them are in’
= G‘ahforma and’ Texas, w}nch thus gam :

2 Repubhcan senator, Robert Betmett =

© vobe, :

“what goes on in Wasmngton, ot least
in immigration law. No doubt there are
‘principled reasons infavor of giving
‘them as much consideration, short of a -
- voteyas possnble, espec;ally if they are

of Utah, and: reeled offa list of other ~

states that lose Fepresentation under
the current systerrts. But, with a hostile o
White House and Demoeratic Senate -

leadership, the 1ssue d1d not come ’to a

Hls dppenents argue that exclud— .

. ing non-citizens from the reapportion- ‘
ment mix would be discriminatory and
- possibly uineonstitutional. Certainly

non-citizens. have 4 lively interest in -

here lega]!

- Vitter and Stonempher, hnwevel;

count Louisiana has 1.453 per- . -

OTHER OPINIONS

-dbgue that Amerlcan democracy should

be the éxeltisive provinee of American

* thereis no question where Louisiana’s

- practical interests lie. Althongh we are

;- getting the shaft because we have 2

. rélatively small non-citizen population, -
" nopublie officials from Gow: Bobby Jin- -

-Buttake them; out and our share

:goe3 up to 1.538 percent, which .

‘dal on down have rallied to the cause,
“Thie:Census Bureau claims that it

ay. That would make it impog- -

o eonduct the count on April 1,
séfnble the data by the end of
ear: Thus the bureau could not, .

- gt fith the information they need
“for reapiportiontnent purposes by April

- 1,203 Tt would, moregver, costhun- - ..

dreds of mllhens to make the cha.nge, _
aceording to the burean. - '
- Only &' government bureaucrat
could claim that adding one stmple
- quéstion’could cause sueh havoe and .

. take so long. Granted there would be
- extrd printing eosts, but it shouldn’t

" take months to. ﬁgure outhow to-ask.

e whethe{r respoﬁdents arecitizens . -

. sountry. The census, which
est 3655 bﬂlitmto conduct in 2000, is

already budgeted at $15 billion this
- tirne, so taxpayers would hardly notice

the extra hit if a ¢itizénship question

~were added. Besides, they might eon-
- ;- sidex the mioney:s Well spent.--
L That 1t Won’t happen may be partly -

-Js too Iate to add a t-itiz’enshlp guestion

itslegal obligation: to provide the '

bate affects Census

TP 00T 182008

Vitter’s fault His original proposal was
that-the Census shoild ask not only

- “about citizenship but about the legal o

status of immigrants.’
- That was obviously unnecessary

-since the plan'was thatall allens,

documented or not, would not count in
poptilation statisties used for reappor-
tionment, purposes. The Vitter amend-
ment, in its original form, would have

: served only to scare the illegals off and

skew the Census numbers.
 After Stonecipher pointéd this out,

_V‘tter removed the efferiding words so
that the additional question would be

limited to the issue of citizenship. But

" the battle appeared lost by then.

Reapportionment in Louisiana -
thus shapes up.to be more of 4 cireus

‘than usual. Take, for instance, the task
" of drawing a black majority distriet
.. avound New Orleans. With the state.
7 dowi'to six. seats,and hiige numbers.

still displaced after Katrina, Stoneei-

- pher avers the new distriet Wlﬂ have
~ tp stretch from the Guif of Memco “all

the way: northward, along I-10 and the -
Mlsmsmppl River; into.at least:Ascen- -
sion Parigh, and poss1hly East Baton .
Rouge Yo

- Lovisiana s just. too Amencan for

X 1ts own good

I......

 James Glll carn, be reached at jglll@umespmayune. '
o comnr5048263318 sl .




