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Louisiana State Capitol 

The dream of Governor Huey P. Long, the "new" State Capitol is 
now a symbol of pride and history for Louisiana. Completed in 1932, it 
only took 14 months to build. The building itself stands on a 27-acre lot 
and cost a mere five million dollars to build.

If you get the chance to visit Baton Rouge, this magnificent building 
is a must see. The tallest capitol in the United States at 450 feet and 34 
floors, the front staircase is engraved with the names of the 50 U.S. 
states in the order they were admitted into the Union.

The inside is just as beautiful, decorated with marble, bronze, 
murals, and sculptures. To get into both the Senate and House chambers 
you have to pass through beautiful bronze doors that literally weigh a ton 
each!

Ironically, Huey Long was assassinated in the Capitol in 1935, just 
three years after its completion. He is buried on the grounds of the 
building, and there is a statue of his likeness that faces the front of the 
Capitol.

Group tours are offered by appointment, and are available seven 
days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.



The Louisiana Legislature 
Louisiana's state government looks a lot 

like our federal government. We have three 
branches: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. 
The Legislative Branch makes laws for the state, 

the Executive Branch enforces the laws passed 
by the State Legislature, and the Judicial Branch 

makes sure these laws don't violate either our 
state or federal constitutions. We're going to 

focus on the Legislative Branch. 
There are two groups of people that make 

up Louisiana's Legislature. One is the House of 

Representatives, the other is the Senate. Since 
we have two houses, our Legislature is called 
"bicameral." In the Latin language "bi" means 
two, and "camera!" means house. There are 105 
state representatives and 39 state senators. They 
are elected to represent us every four years, 

called a term. 
Every year, the Legislature meets in Baton 

Rouge, our state capital, to participate in 
legislative sessions. A session is when they get 

together to debate each other's ideas to improve 
our state. They write their ideas down, and we 
call these documents bills. If a bill gets the okay 
from both Houses, and the Governor likes it, it 
becomes a law. 

In even-numbered years we have a 
Regular Session in which all kinds of bills are 

introduced. In odd-numbered years we have 
Fiscal Sessions in which bills dealing with 
money matters may be introduced. Additionally, 
each member may prefile ( file before session 
begins) not more than 5 bills that are not about 
money matters. Each member may also prefile 
an unlimited number of local or special 
bills(bills that do not affect the entire state) and 
5 more fiscal or local bills once ses�ion begins. 

We also can have Special Sessions. If the 
Legislature is not in session, and something 
happens that needs to be discussed by both 

Houses, the Governor, or the Legislature itself 
can call a Special Session. 

3 Branches: 

> Legislative

> Executive

> Judicial



















STATE FRESHWATER FISH: 
 

Also known as "sac-a-lait," the white 
perch is Louisiana's state freshwater 
fish.  This fish is green or brown on 
its back, and bright silver to white on 
its belly.  Easiest caught when using 
live minnows as bait, the largest one 
caught in Louisiana weighed in at a 
whopping 6 pounds!  Did you know 
that after the female white perch 
lays her eggs, it is the male that 
guards the nest to make sure they 
are safe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE MAMMAL: 

With small eyes and thick black fur, 
the Louisiana Black Bear can be 
found in swamps, coastal marches, 
and sugarcane fields near the 
Atchafalaya Basin. During the warm 
months the black bear eats oak bark 
and fruits, and hibernates in hollow 
logs and large tree cavities during 
winter. Although once found in large 
numbers throughout Louisiana, our 
state mammal had become 
threatened because its stomping 
grounds are being taken over for 
agricultural use, and it lives with the 
constant threat of poaching. Thanks 
to restoration and conservation 
efforts, our bear is no longer on the 
endangered species lit.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE REPTILE: 

If you go to the lowlands and 
waters of Louisiana you might 
bump into the state's reptile, 
the alligator. Found in the 
southeast portion of the U.S., 
the alligator's colors range 
from dull gray to dark olive. 
Despite its vicious reputation, 
this large reptile takes better 
care of its young than some 
other animals do. However, if 
you see one you'd better stay 
out of its way because grown 
males can weigh up to 550 
pounds and grow to 12 feet in 
length. 

STATE 
CRUSTACEAN: 

Called "crawdads" and 
"mudbugs" in other parts of the 
U.S., crawfish are Louisiana's 
state crustaceans. There are so 
many in Southern Louisiana 
that this region is commonly 
referred to as the crawfish 
capital of the world. Although 
many crawfishermen still use 
swamps and marshes as their 
main hunting grounds for these 
small, lobster look-a-likes, the 
crawfish industry has become 
so big in Louisiana people have 
developed crawfish farms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





























	
  

Additional Louisiana Symbols 

 

State Folk Dance: Square Dance 

State Symbol of Cajun / Creole Heritage: Hoop nets, cast nets, and shrimp trawls 

State Colors: Blue, White and Gold 

State Day: Louisiana Day, April 30th  
State Fossil : Petrified Palmwood 

State Gemstone: LaPearlite 

State March Song: "Louisiana, My Home Sweet Home," words by Sammie McKenzie 
and Lou Lavoy, music by Castro Carazo 

State Musical Instrument: Diatonic Accordion (Cajun accordion) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Name Louisiana's Elected Officials 
 

My Statewide Elected Officials: 

Governor:_________________________________________________  

Lieutenant Governor:________________________________________ 

Secretary of State:__________________________________________  

Attorney General:___________________________________________ 

State Treasurer:____________________________________________ 

Agriculture and Forestry Commissioner:_________________________ 

Insurance Commissioner:_____________________________________  

 

My Local Elected Officials: 
 
My State Representative:_____________________________________  

My State Senator:___________________________________________  

My Louisiana Supreme Court Justice:___________________________  

My Mayor:________________________________________________  

My School Board Member:___________________________________  

My City/Parish Council Member:______________________________  

	
  












