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The LLBC Mourns the Passing of the Legendary Jazz Pianist
Ellis Marsalis

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus (LLBC), mourns the passing
of legendary and icon Ellis Marsalis due to pneumonia complications. Born on November 14,
1934 - Mr. Ellis Louis Marsalis Jr. a born and raised native of New Orleans, Louisiana and would
go on to become one of the world’s greatest and notable jazz pianists, musicians, teachers and
mentors of all time.

LLBC Chairman, State Senator Harris says, “that on behalf of the Louisiana Legislative Black
Caucus we pay tribute to the many notable contributions of legendary icon and jazz musician Ellis
Marsalis. He will truly be missed but remembered for his musical talents and contribution(s) to the
city of New Orleans and internationally.”

Mr. Marsalis earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Dillard University, New
Orleans in 1955 and taught at Xavier University Preparatory School. Mr. Marsalis also earned a
Master’s Degree in Music Education from Loyola University in New Orleans and led the jazz
studies program at the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts for high school students.

During his timeless and spanning musical career Mr. Marsalis gained national acclaim for his
devotion to traditional jazz. As a New Orleans native Mr. Marsalis was very instrumental in
giving back to his community and mentoring underserved children, youth and musicians. Mr.
Marsalis founded the Ellis Marsalis Center (the “Center”) located in the 9™ ward to create a safe
and positive atmosphere for underserved children and youth to develop their musical, academic
and social talents. The center also delivers strategic assistance and tools to Village musicians that
can enhance their professional growth and opportunities for musicians throughout the city of New
Orleans. Through the “Center” the musical vision of Ellis Marsalis will continue to live on for
decades to come.

We encourage everyone to keep the Marsalis family in your prayers during this difficult time.
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